
Index of patients treated at The National Cottage Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of the 

Chest Ventnor 

 

 The Isle of Wight Record Office holds a number of books containing patient records from The 

National Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest (later ‘Royal National Hospital for 

Diseases of the Chest’) at Ventnor.  

An IWFHS project was commenced in 2017 to extract information from these records to form a 

searchable index of those treated there.  

The National Cottage Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest was established in 1869 in 

the micro-climate of Upper Ventnor which was believed to be beneficial for its patients. By 1878 it 

comprised 8 separate blocks, each housing up to 12 patients – it was later extended. Admission was 

by letter of recommendation by a medical certificate obtained from one of a group of doctors 

appointed at first chiefly in London, but within a few years widespread throughout the country.  

The few records already extracted show a large portion of patients came from the London area but 

some came from the West County and as far north as Fife, Scotland; there are just a few from the 

Isle of Wight.  

Another source 1 suggests that, up until 1938, nearly half the patients had come from London and 

Middlesex, and 14 other counties had sent more than 500; a few hundred came from Wales, 

Scotland and Ireland, and a number from the Channel Islands and the Continent and Dominions.  

 

The IWFHS project only extracts partial information sufficient to allow identification of patients; the 

information not extracted typically include the person making the recommendation, height and 

weight of the individual, initial symptoms, medical history of family and medical/treatment notes 

etc, usually concluding with a statement of the final condition. The full records are available (subject 

to the 100 year rule) at the IW County Record Office.  

 

The images that follow show the County Record Office references against the volumes held.  

 

An example page is also shown. 

 

                                                           
1
 A History of the Isle Of Wight Hospitals by E. F. Laidlaw, https://iowhospitals.org.uk/book5.php 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

  



 
 

Howard Caws, aged 22, Book keeper in a grocer's shop, Jasmine Cottage, Sea View, Isle of Wight Oct 

28th 1870  

 

Note that the family history shows that his father and mother are both living, and their ages, and 

that he has six living brothers, with their ages, and that another two brothers had died as infants, 

with age and cause of death. Presumably this was recorded to see if there were any inherited family 

conditions relevant to the case 


