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Albany Barracks ɀ regiments and units stationed there 
 

 
 
Albany Barracks was used by British Army units from 1881 to 1960, and during this time it housed many 
Battalions of, mainly, Infantry Regiments, and later became the base for units of the Heavy Anti-Aircraft 
Regiments of the Royal Artillery. This table outlines those regiments and units known to have been located at 
Albany. 
The Barracks were converted to a Prison following Army usage and are still incorporated as part of HMP Isle of 
Wight. 

Date 

from  

Date 

to  
Regiment  Battalion  Historical designation   

1881 1886 Royal Berkshire Regiment 2nd Bn. 49th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1886 1888 King's Royal Rifle Corps 1st Bn. 60th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1888 1890 Oxfordshire Light Infantry 1st Bn. 43rd 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1891 1897 Cameronian Scottish Rifles 2nd Bn. 26th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1897 1898 Rifle Brigade 
1st and 2nd Bn. 

detachments 
   

1898 1899 Rifle Brigade 1st Bn.    

1899 1900 Royal Berkshire Regiment 1st Bn. 49th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1901 1902 Royal Northumberland Fusiliers 3rd Bn. 5th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1902 1904 Sherwood Foresters (Notts & Derby Regt) 2nd Bn. 45th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1905 1907 Royal Fusiliers 1st Bn. 7th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1907 1910 Suffolk Regiment 2nd Bn. 12th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1911 1912 Worcester Regiment 1st Bn. 29th Regiment of  
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Foot 

1913 1914 Royal Fusiliers 4th Bn. 7th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1915  Hampshire Regiment 3rd Bn. 37th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1915 1916 Royal Warwickshire Regiment 3rd Bn. 6th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1917 1918 Royal Army Service Corps     

1919 1923 
Royal Irish Regiment 

later Royal Ulster Rifles 
1st Bn. 83rd 

Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1923 1927 Argyle & Sutherland Highlanders 2nd Bn. 91st 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1927 1932 Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 1st Bn. 43rd 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1933 1935 Royal Hampshire Regiment 2nd Bn. 37th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1936 1938 Queen's Royal Regiment 2nd Bn. 2nd 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1938 1939 Royal Ulster Rifles 2nd Bn. 86th 
Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1939 1941 Hampshire Infantry Training Centre     

1941 1942 
12th Primary Training Centre & 14th Infantry 

Training Centre 
    

1943  Headquarters 38th Infantry Division     

1944 1946 No 1 Infantry Training Centre     

1946  Airborne Forces Depot     

1946 1947 

145th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal 

Artillery 

later 110th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 

Royal Artillery 

    

1948 1954 
76th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal 

Artillery 
    

1954  70th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal 

Artillery 
    

1955 1956 
43rd Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal 

Artillery 
    

1957 1958 
80th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal 

Artillery 
    

1958 1959 Wiltshire Regiment 1st Bn. 
62nd & 

99th 

Regiment of 

Foot 
 

1959  Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment of 

Berkshire and Wiltshire 
1st Bn.    

1959 1960 Royal Ulster Rifles 1st Bn. 
83rd & 

86th 

Regiment of 

Foot 
 

 

 

Many thanks to Michael and Valerie Diebelius : researching the history of Albany Barracks and its 

neighbourhood. 

 

Thanks also to Steve Holden  for permission to use the postcard image of Albany Barracks. see his Isle of Wight 

Historic Postcards website. 

  

http://www.postcards.shalfleet.net/
http://www.postcards.shalfleet.net/
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Brighstone Holiday Camp 
 
Rosemary Wing in Cornwall, writes in May 2013 : 

I think Brighstone must have been one of the first holiday camps. These photos were taken in 1931, about 
August - my parents were engaged but didn't marry until 3 years later, so they had to be separated, Mum with the 
3 girls in the photo and Dad with 2 other men in a tent! My Mum was Minnie Gibbs and Dad, Ralph Warren, they 
were both from Reading. I don't know if they returned to Brighstone but they often talked about their holiday there 
with fond memories. They played a lot of tennis and danced in the evenings. In the big group photo, my parents 
are 4 & 5 in on the far left at the back. Dad is wearing his v necked tennis jumper. Apparently, meals were at a 
specific time and the last one in had go up on the stage and sing a song! I understand that some of the huts are 
still standing. 
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Brighstone Holiday camp - Minnie Gibbs 
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Brighstone Holiday camp - Minnie Gibbs (front right) with 3 other campers 
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Cowes Pilots, 1808 

 
By the late Di Harding, originally published in our Journal in 2001. 

 

In 1808 Trinity House took over the examination and licensing of pilots. The local Customs officer in each outport 

( i.e. outside London ) made a return of pilots working there at that date; the Cowes return includes pilots from all 

areas of the Island. For the future it was recommended that 35 First Class and 35 Second Class pilots should be 

licensed so that one of each could go in each boat. The men were examined by using the questions normally 

used to ascertain the competency of masters of men of war in the Navy, along with questions on the coast and 

localities they would be covering - headlands, bearings, buoys, depths of water and distances. The names of 

persons "notoriously following the smuggling traffic and no other pursuit" were not among those recommended. 

 

The Trinity House records are held at the Guildhall Library in London which has a leaflet for family historians 

listing the types of records available for pilots, masters and mates who were licensed to be their own pilots, 

lighthouse keepers, alms-people and pensioners, watermen (on the Thames) and the ships' apprentices from 

Christ's Hospital Mathematical School; the 1808 list of pilots already working in the outports has the reference Ms 

30193. 

 

As some pilot boats were absent from port there are names amongst those subsequently recommended who do 

not appear on this list; also three first class numbers (33 - 35) were left open "for 3 respectable Pilots who have 

pursued the employ from childhood but present engagements induce to postpone examination". 

 

Those names with * were recommended for First Class and, with the exception of William Corke who was a 

master, they were all owners of their boats; those with ** were recommended for Second Class. I have added the 

names of those not on the original list at the end. Were the ones who were not recommended involved in 

smuggling, or were they just incompetent ? Square brackets are used where I think there might be a mistake in 

the copying [ mine or theirs ] resulting in differences between the lists; as with all transcripts of documents in 

which you are interested you should always check the original. 

 

West Cowes  

Thomas FRANCIS Senr* 

Phillip FRANCIS* 

Thomas FRANCIS junr** 

James DENHAM* 

Richard CLARKE[senr]* 

Thomas BURTON** 

John HARLEY 

Benjamin COURTENEY 

Joseph DRAYTON** 

Robert DAVIS* 

Edward Pittis KNELL* 

James BASCOMBE** 

John DAVIS 

Edward MITCHELL* 

William MITCHELL 

John DENHAM** 

Jonas DENHAM** 

George CORKE Senr* 

John LUTER** 

John RICHARDS** 

Loving CORKE* 

Thomas CORKE* 

Edward WHITE** 

Roger PARKMAN** 

William NUTKINS** 

William SAUNDERS* 

                            

Bembridge  

William WALLIS* 

John CAWS 

William CAWS 

James MATTHEWS* 

Richard SEYMOUR 

Jeremiah WALLIS* 

John CAWS junr 

John ATRILL 

James HALE 

  

Yarmouth  

John LONG Senr 

John LONG Junr 

Thomas PAGE 

Benjamin CAMMELL[?James]* 

Henry DOVE senr 

Henry DOVE junr 

James BRIGHT 

  

Atherfield  

John WHEELER 

William WHEELER[?Ryde]** 

  

Ryde  

William SAUNDERS [?George]** 

John DYER 
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George BEED** 

Edward MOTH 

Richard CLARKE junr 

William CORKE* 

William KENT 

James CLEAR* 

Edward CLEAR 

Anthony BARROW 

Edward CORKE junr* 

George CORKE junr 

Jacob BARWICK 

James DRAYTON* 

William BURRIDGE* 

William JENETT 

Michael CORKE* 

Thomas BLANDFORD 

Henry LACEY** 

James BOOKER** 

James DRAYTON 

Peter SHERRING* 

John SHERRING 

Josh RANDALL* 

William ROSE** 

Francis CLARK 

  

Richard ATRILL 

George AUSTIN* 

William STEWARD* 

David PURKINS[Purkis]** 

  

Saint Helens  

Edward WADE 

Benjamin OSMOND 

John BURTON 

  

Portsmouth  

John KINGSWELL* 

Richard WOODNUT [Robert]** 

  

Nettlestone  

John CAWS Senr* 

John CAWS Junr** 

William CAWS** 

Richard CAWS Senr* 

Richard CAWS junr** 

Richard MATTHEWS** 

  

Pilots First Class 

23   James BEAZLEY Ryde 

25   Richard WEARN Ryde 

26   Thomas SANDERS Ryde 

27   William SWEETMAN Ryde 

Pilots Second Class   

14   Edward F. BROWN Cowes 

16   William DAVIDGE Cowes 

18   Daniel BROWN Cowes 

21   William BEVIS Ryde 

24   William ELKINS Ryde 

25   Josh SEYMOUR Ryde 

27   James WALLIS St Helens 

34   Anthony CAWS Nettlestone 

35   Henry CAWS Nettlestone 
 

 

 

Ms 30174 ( Outport Pilots 1808 - 1846 ) gives a physical description of pilots on their appointment or 

promotion e.g. James SOUTHCOTT, Ryde, aged 37, 5'6" tall, fair complexion, light hair was appointed 

2nd class No 25 17 Feb 1813 and promoted 1st class No 41 20 Nov 1816.   
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Island School Sports 1950 

 
Island School Sports 1950, from Alan Mackenzie 

 

This is a copy of some of the pages of the Programme for the Island School Sports Event of 

10th May 1950 held at the Victoria Recreation Ground in Newport. It names about 500 

people - officials and competitors. 

 

The original has been deposited with the County Record Office (Accession reference 

AC2010/044). 

 

    
 

scroll down to see the pages at full size 
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The Isle of Wight in the 1930s 
 
Introduction  

 

Some time ago, the Society received a set of photographs which appeared to be a record of a holiday on the Isle 

of Wight in the 1930s. Most of the pictures are typical of the period, but one or two have some intriguing stories 

behind them. Unfortunately we have no record of who donated the photographs, so if anyone would like to take 

credit for them, we'll be happy to acknowledge you ! 

 

 
C W A Scott and associate. Taken at Ryde Airport. Flight Lieutenant Charles William Anderson Scott, AFC (13 

February 1903 - 15 April 1946) was a famous English aviator, best known for winning the MacRobertson Air 

Race in 1934. He was the Aviation correspondent for the News Chronicle. Depression and alcoholism led him to 

take his own life in 1946. For further details see the Wikipedia article 

at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._W._A._Scott 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._W._A._Scott
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Bembridge Windmill 

 
Osborne House 
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Carisbrooke Castle 
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Possibly Shanklin Chine 




















































